Internet

a guide to what’s ok and what’s not ok

More movies and TV programs can now be
legally downloaded and the internet is also
offering new filmmakers the opportunity to
reach an international audience.

Updated Australian copyright laws designed to
keep pace with technology also aim to curb the
enormous threat to the TV and film industry
posed by internet piracy.

An estimated 11 million unauthorised
downloads of movies ripped $92 million out of
the local economy in 2005. Just one illegal
download or posting can lead to hundreds of
thousands of unauthorised viewings.

Furthermore, as more technologies converge,
computers to TVs to MP3 players to mobile
phones, and it becomes easier and easier to
access and copy movies and TV programs, it
might become tempting to skip over the rights
and wrongs of copyright.

Film and TV industries in Australia employ
around 50,000 people. Copyright law not only
helps protect jobs and income, it encourages
creative drive and investment in entertainment.
It also ensures choice, from arthouse to
blockbuster, documentary to fantasy.

Here's a guide to what's ok and what’s not when
it comes to copyright and the internet.

Can | watch a movie or special event like a
concert...

Downloaded or streamed from a licensed
internet site or service provider?

Yes: More people are enjoying online access to
things like first release movies, sports finals and
live concerts from licensed providers such as
iTunes, ABC iView and BigPond.
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That’s emailed by a friend or accessed through
peer-to-peer (p2p) or other file sharing
protocol?

No: Unless the person sending you a file or the
operator of the site owns the copyright
licence, for instance it’s a film they've made
themselves, they do not have the necessary ok
to store or distribute content. Subscribing to a
download service, pay-per-view or on-demand
service gives you the right to watch but not to
distribute it to others.

At home with visitors?

Yes: Watching a legal download or stream at
home with friends and family is fine as far as
copyright goes as long as it's not done to make
money.

By showing it in public?

No: Unless you have permission you can't
legally show copyrighted materials in a space
such as a community centre, school, park, shop,
café, bar or restaurant. You need copyright
clearance for public performance to do this.

If I am able to break a code or get around any
other form of access control?

No: Unauthorised use of a code or password as
well as interfering with other technologies
designed to protect copyright can be seen as
theft. New penalties exist for people accessing
coded material from the internet and pay TV as
well as helping others to do so

Can | make a copy of a download or stream...
On a DVD, computer or something like an

MP3 player?

No: Unless the terms of use specifically allow it,
making a copy of a download or stream in any
format is against copyright law. Authorised
access to this content is usually for a one-off
viewing or repeated viewings within a set
timeframe or device.
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If | make an original movie or clip can...

| share it on the internet?

Yes: If your original work features full copyright
clearance you are free to share it on the net,
copy it onto DVD, use it on an MP3 player, and
sell it or show it in public; whatever you like. This
means though you have to first have the ok
from writers and musicians and anyone else
whose work you've used in your film or clip.

Other people copy, sell, show or distribute it?
No: Legally no-one else can decide how and
when your original and/or copyright cleared
work can be seen by others. You're also
protected from anyone else making

money from what you've created.

Can | share something on the internet if...
I've recorded it from TV?

No: what's shown on free and pay TV is
copyright protected so it's not ok to share part
or all of it on the net. Recordings of TV can only
be made if you haven't time to watch
something as it goes to air. What you record in
this situation is meant to be watched only once.

I have it on DVD?

No: even if you paid for a copyright protected
DVD it's only intended for you to watch at
home. Giving others access to

all or part of it via a website breaches copyright.
Same goes for a DVD you've hired, borrowed or
are given as a gift

It’s already on a site like YouTube?

No: Unless you are the copyright owner or the
copyright owner has decided their work should
be freely available without any restrictions, you
are not supposed to

share what's already online. Check the terms of
use on sites like YouTube or BitTorrent and
you'll see you need to be

authorised to upload as well as share other
people’s work.

Can | email or add to a web page a link to...
An online film or clip?

No: It's fine to put a link to your original work
but unless you get permission you do not have
authority to distribute or give others access to
anyone else’s copyrighted work.

Sites that offer or advertise pirated products or
services?

No: Knowingly promoting illegal activities is
termed ‘aiding and abetting’ and can lead to
fines and even imprisonment

Information on how to gain unauthorised access
to coded broadcasts?

No: New federal laws are aimed at penalising
people who try to gain illegal access to encoded
or restricted broadcasts or help others to do so.
This includes doing things like sharing set top
boxes to access pay TV.
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