television

a guide to what’s ok and what’s not ok

Might miss that terrific new show? The must-see TV
movie premiere? The final night of the murder mystery?

New copyright laws mean it's now ok to record a TV
program or movie and watch it at home at a more
convenient time, so you don’t miss out!

But all of us could miss out if unauthorised recording and
downloading of television shows and movies continues.

Each year piracy rips $233 million out of the Australian
economy and threatens the jobs of close to
50,000 people.

Less money can lead to less investment in new
comedies, dramas, documentaries, thrillers, action
blockbusters, educational programs, and TV specials.

So here’s a guide to what's ok and not so ok when it
comes to copyright of free and subscription television.

Can | record something on television, including a
movie, that I'm unable to watch as it goes to air
and...

View it later?

Yes: If you haven't time to watch something as it's shown
on free or pay TV, you can record it and play it once at
home at a time that suits.

Lend it to a housemate?

Yes: You can lend this copy to people who live with you
as well as members of your immediate family who also
might have missed it as it aired for their one-off viewing.

Give away, swap or sell it?

No: You can’t give away, swap or sell a recording you
make of a TV broadcast that you'd otherwise miss seeing.
Only the copyright owner can decide how their property
is distributed.
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Keep it on a computer, spare DVD, MP3 player
or other portable device?

No: Putting all or part of a TV program or
movie you've recorded from free or pay TV on
a computer or device such as an MP3 player or
mobile phone as well as making a spare copy
on a DVD breaches copyright law.

Share it on the internet?

No: Putting all or part of a TV program or
movie onto an internet site such as YouTube
and BitTorrent without proper authorisation is
illegal. Check the terms of use on each site for
more.
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Use all or part of this recording in something
I’'m making that other people might see?

No: In some cases you may rely on an
exception, but generally you need to get the
ok from the copyright owner before you can
use even a small amount of their work in
something you're making. Under Australian
law there is no set amount of material that you
can take and use without first getting
permission. Some people might think it’s ok to
use up to certain percentage (e.g. 10%) of the
total product but this is not correct.

Can | legally buy, hire, borrow or
download...

A TV show or movie?

Yes: DVDs, TV specials and series as well as
many movies can be hired or purchased from
authorised outlets including supermarkets,
department stores, video outlets and mail
order services. Some DVDs can also be
borrowed from public libraries. More people
are also taking advantage of being able to
download programs and movies from
licensed websites such as iTunes or direct
from their favourite TV channel websites.
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Can | make a copy of a TV program or movie...

| already have on videotape?

Yes: If you purchased or were given a legitimate
videotape of a TV series or movie you can make one copy
of it onto a DVD

I have on a DVD?

No: While under copyright guidelines it's ok to watch a
legally produced DVD as often as you wish, it's not ok to
make a copy of it in any format. This means you're not
permitted to do things like put all or part of iton a
computer, share it on the internet, use it on something
like an MP player or make a spare DVD copy.

Can | watch cable TV or other pay per view services
by...

Subscribing?

Yes: There's a growing number of services offering a
wide choice of authorised broadcasts to people paying
for 24/7 access or a fee for a one-off viewing.

Sharing a set top box with someone else?

No: New laws are aimed at deterring people illegally
accessing or helping others to illegally access pay TV and
other subscription services.

Interfering with access protection?

No: Things like breaking an encryption code or using a
password without authorisation are also subject to
stricter new laws and tougher penalties.

Can | show a DVD, pay-per-view broadcast
or download...

To visitors?

Yes: As long as you don't profit from it, entertaining at
home by showing a non-pirated version of a TV show or
movie does not conflict with what's known as public
performance rights.

Somewhere like a community centre, bar, cafe, or to raise
funds?

X no: Under the law there’s a big difference between
home entertainment and public performance.
Permission from the licensed copyright owner is needed
before a movie can be screened or a download or a DVD
of a TV show broadcast.

Penalties

People who breach copyright or help others to
do so can be subject to both civil action and
criminal proceedings. On-the-spot fines are
$1,320 while additional penalties can be as
high as $60,500 and up to five years in prison.

Getting the ok

To get permission from a copyright owner to
do things like screen a work in public or use
part of it in another production:

e  Email Roadshow Non-Theatrical Film &
Video Hire at
publicperformance@roadshow.com.au or
visit Amalgamated Movies at
www.amalgamatedmovies.com

e Or contact the organisation identified as
the copyright .
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